"ON TO CANADA!"                      r

less than half the force of the enemy, destitute of every-
thing, in a situation neither to resist or to retire; we
should not have seen New York left with a handful of
men, yet an overmatch for the main army of these
States, while the principal part of their force was de-
tached for the reduction of two of them; we should not
have found ourselves this spring so weak as to be in-
sulted by 5000 men, unable to protect our baggage and
magazines, their security depending on a good counte-
nance and a want of enterprise in the enemy; we should
not have been, the greatest part of the war, inferior to
the enemy, indebted for our safety to their inactivity,
enduring frequently the mortification of seeing invit-
ing opportunities to ruin them pass unimproved for
want of a force which the country was completely able
to afford, and of seeing the country ravaged, our towns
burnt, the inhabitants plundered, abused, murdered,
with impunity from the same cause.

The War of 1812, besides being hampered by
short enlistments, confused authority, and incom-
petent officers, was fought by a country and an
army divided against itself. When Congress au-
thorized the enrollment of one hundred thousand
militia, the governors of Massachusetts and Con-
necticut refused to furnish their quotas, objecting
to the command of United States officers and to
the sending of men beyond the borders of their own
States. This attitude fairly indicated the feeling
of New England, which was opposed to the war and